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This map is non-regulatory and is intended for planning purposes only
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-ty The Wetlands Characterization model is a planning tool intended to help identify likely
- wetland functions associated with significant wetland resources and adjacent uplands.
Sl - \ / . s ps Using GIS analysis, this map provides basic information regarding what ecological
s ' / BN 4 services various wetlands are likely to provide. These ecological services, each of which
W TR il 4 - .'_,-;&"'_ e : has associated economic benefits, include: floodflow control, sediment retention, finfish
s Y ]y | / e S habitat, and/or shellfish habitat. There are other important wetland functions and values
e == = not depicted in this map. Refer to www.maine.gov/dep/water/wetlands/ipwetfv2.html
Py T s e for additional information regarding wetland functions and values. Forested wetlands and
small wetlands such as vernal pools are known to be underrepresented in the National
Wetlands Inventory (NWI) data used to create this map. The model developed to
estimate the functions provided by each wetland could not capture every wetland
function or value. Therefore, it is important to use local knowledge and other data
sources when evaluating wetlands, and each wetland should be considered relative to
the whole landscape/watershed when assessing wetland resources at a local level.
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AND/OR
SHELLFISH HABITAT
Inland wetlands and streams can directly affect the status of coastal shellfish
harvest areas. Fecal coliform bacteria and waterborne nutrients resulting from
land use changes away from the coast can travel via surface water to
harvestable flats. One failed septic system near a stream could close a mudflat
several miles away. Excessive nutrients can reduce water clarity and
stimulate epiphytic growth that degrades eelgrass meadows. Conservation of
freshwater wetlands and stream buffers in coastal watersheds is a key
component in marine resource conservation. This map assigns a Shellfish
Habitat function to wetlands within 0.5 miles of (a) identified shellfish habitat,
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significant or essential habitat, or within ¥4 mile of a rare or exemplary natural
community have been assigned this function. Rare element occurrences and
mapped habitats can be found on Map 2 High Value Plant & Animal Habitats.
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CULTURAL/EDUCATIONAL. Wetlands within %2 mile of a boat ramp or school
have been assigned this value as these wetlands are likely candidates for use
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